CHAPTER
THE MODERN DILEMMA

I

A study of the contemporary western response to-
wards India is possible only on the .basis of the nine-
teenth-century conflict between ideal and practice, theo-
ry- and realization. The conflict, instead of being solv-
ed, was greatly intensified by the economic and political
struggles of the first decades of this century. The attempt
to solve the problem in terms of economic re-adjustment
by establishing a classless society, the gigantic rise of po-
litical reaction both in East and West, the intensification
of racial prejudices and the insistence by political leaders,
social reformers, and popular philosophers, on the irra-
tional elements in human nature, only served the purpose
of sharpening the consciousness of Europeans to the
existing conflict without providing any solution satisfying
to all. Their response towards India was increasingly
coloured by racial and political preoccupations; only in
a few exceptional cases did India provide them with a
new intellectual stimulus. The new 'Renaissance' of
which Radhakrishnan speaks in such glowing terms is
indeed only part of the attempt by a minority of pro-
foundly frustrated intellectuals to find a way out of their
spiritual dilemma.

We have followed the growth of this dilemma,
this split of the European consciousness, throughout the
nineteenth century. There is no doubt that during the
last fifty years the number of dissatisfied intellectuals has
increased in proportion to the growth of values based upon